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The Preparation of the The Preparation of the 
PreacherPreacher   

 
“A certain disciple was there, named 

Timotheus . . . Which was well reported of 
by the brethren . . . Him would Paul have 

to go forth with him” 
(Acts 16:1-3). 

 
Paul and Timothy developed a father-son 
relationship. Paul eventually wrote two 
instructional books to his son Timothy. In 
these he explained how Timothy could be 
better prepared as a preacher. 
 

Fight the Good Fight of Faith 
 
It is important to continue in our battle 
against the devil and false doctrine.  
 
“Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on 
eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, 
and hast professed a good profession before 
many witnesses” (1 Timothy 6:12). 
 
“Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ.  No man that 
warreth entangleth himself with the affairs 
of this life; that he may please him who hath 
chosen him to be a soldier. And if a man also 
strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, 
except he strive lawfully” (2 Timothy 2:3-5). 
 
Sharpen the Gifts and Talents the 

Lord Has Given 
 
“Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which 
was given thee by prophecy, with the laying 
on of the hands of the presbytery”  (1 
Timothy 4:14). 
 

Keep the Basics   
 
“As I besought thee to abide still at 
Ephesus, when I went into Macedonia, that 
thou mightest charge some that they teach 
no other doctrine” (1 Timothy 1:3). 
 
“Take heed unto thyself, and unto the 
doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this 
thou shalt both save thyself, and them that 
hear thee” (1 Timothy 4:16). 
 

Keep Prayer a Priority 
 
“I exhort therefore, that, first of all, 
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks, be made for all men” (1 
Timothy 2:1). 
 

Be Godly 
 
“If thou put the brethren in remembrance of 
these things, thou shalt be a good minister 
of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of 
faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou 
hast attained” (1 Timothy 4:6). 
 

Be an Example   
 
“Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou 
an example of the believers, in word, in 
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in 
purity” (1 Timothy 4:12). 
 

Use Spiritual Gifts 
 
“Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that 
thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee 
by the putting on of my hands” (2 Timothy 
1:6). 
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Keep Holy and Pure 
 
“But they that will be rich fall into 
temptation and a snare, and into many foolish 
and hurtful lusts, which drown men in 
destruction and perdition” (1 Timothy 6:9). 
 
“If a man therefore purge himself from 
these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, 
sanctified, and meet for the master's use, 
and prepared unto every good work.  Flee 
also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, 
faith, charity, peace, with them that call on 
the Lord out of a pure heart” (2 Timothy 
2:21-22). 
 

Study the Word 
 
“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 
Timothy 2:15). 
 

Preach the Word 
 
“I charge thee therefore before God, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the 
quick and the dead at his appearing and his 
kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in 
season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.  
For the time will come when they will not 
endure sound doctrine . . .But watch thou in 
all things, endure afflictions, do the work of 
an evangelist, make full proof of thy 
ministry” (2 Timothy 4:1-5). 
 

Rebuke Sin 
 
“Them that sin rebuke before all, that 
others also may fear” (1 Timothy 5:20). 
 

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16). 
 

Love and Serve God 
 
To love and serve God should be our greatest 
desire. 
 
“For we brought nothing into this world, and 
it is certain we can carry nothing out.  And 
having food and raiment let us be therewith 
content” (1 Timothy 6:7-8). 
 
“For the love of money is the root of all evil: 
which while some coveted after, they have 
erred from the faith, and pierced themselves 
through with many sorrows. But thou, O man 
of God, flee these things; and follow after 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
patience, meekness” (1 Timothy 6:10-11). 
 

Train Others 
 
“And the things that thou hast heard of me 
among many witnesses, the same commit thou 
to faithful men, who shall be able to teach 
others also” (2 Timothy 2:2). 
 

Study Questions 
 
1. List ten ways a preacher can be prepared 
for ministry. (Provide scriptural reference 
for each.) 
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